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Mi*, Jattws/Earl Ray 

Brushy Jw«itain State Prison 

Petros# /Tennessee 37845 

King/Ray Case 

Dear Jfmiy} 

I am very glad to hear that you are finally showing 
soine good cotamon sense by agreeing to appear before the Select 
Committee on Assassinations «»id tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the troth# so help you Sod, 

Way^ Chastain cal ied me on the telephone last night 
shortly after uJOO P,M, Mempiiis time and told jh© that lie had 
Just heard on Chmnel 3 television news that you had written a 
letter to Antiiony ^wis of the Hew York Times agreeing to appear 
before tlw Select Committee on Assassinations under oath and set 
history straight once and for all,_ 1 watched the Channel 3 TV 
news at lOiOO P.M, last night, hoping that the broadcast would 
be repeated# but it was not, 

I was very pleased this morning when. I read the story 
on page one# section two# of the Memphis Commercial Appeal# that 
you ma^ the offer to appear before the Select Coianittee on 

Assaasi nations and tell it ait and that your offer had been ac- 
cepted. 



i have always been of the personal opinion that had 
you to id the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth# 
so help you Sod# when you were arrested June 8# 1968^ in London, 
England# things would have gone much better for you in the past 
eight and one-half years. However# for reasons known best to 
you and unknown others, you chose to keep the truth inside 
of you ail of this time, 

I am fremkiy puzzled personally as to why Jfm Lesar# 
Harold Weisberg wd Bernard Fensterwald# Jr,# have taken the 
action that they have in the past several years that they have 
been involved in your case, I am stilt puzzled os to the action 
being t^en by Jim Lesar and at the advice that he Is apparently 
offering you. 
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I sincaraty hope that you Hava not given away your 
"bargaining power* by going to Anthony Lewis of the How York 
Tines rather th»i going directly to Richard A, Sprague, Chief 
Counsel for the ^Select ^<onniittee on Assassinations, Sovernor Ray 
®l*wton of the State of Tennessee and the Sovernor of the State 
of Missouri. It is «y personal Judgment, based on «y partici- 
pation in your matter for the past severe i years and with my 
l^rsonai dealings md relationship with Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., 
JIB Lesar md Harold Weisberg, that you would be far batter off 
if you would terminate all relationships, connections and deal- 
ings with these three gentlemen altogether immediately. If you 
^ssre that I come to Brushy Mountoln «md look you in the eye, 
foe© to face, and tell you why I have this personal feeling, 1 
will do so. 



To even talk about further litigation in the Courts. 
In my personal Jm^aent, is absolute nonsense and would be an 
exercise in total futi llty, it la ay opinion, and has been for 

Courts of the State of Tennessee and the 
^**?'*' * other Court anywhere on 
the face of globe, will not give you any relief whatever as. 
In my personal judgiaent, they have never wanted the whole truth 
to bo revealed by you. I think Judge W. Preston Battle made 
this perfectly cle^ on March 10, 1969, when you stood in his 
Courtroom Ibeing ^monished by your attorney, Percy Foreman, to 
be quiet and sit dotm) and disagreed with Phil M. Canale, Jr„ 
Ram^y Clark «id J. Edg^ Hoover ^out a conspiracy or evidence 

I am of the personal opinion that 
Jud^ d. Preston Battle been doing his job, he would have 
elaborate under oath on the subject that you 
raised in his Courtroom at the "Guilty Plea" hearing or he 
should have refused to accept the "negotiated" p^lea? 

A,nt P^i^sonatly followed this case 

since 6l0l P.M., Apri I 4, 1968, and was involved in a side issue 
(content of court hearing for Renfro T, Hays and others in 
early 1 969 } bmfoy tho "Gul |tv P|oa" hearing and I w2 Lst 
anxious for you to pi to trial before the Court and Jury In 
*'°*^l^***^ r whole truth and nothing but the truth 

revealed to the Court, Jury and the 
^ikC r* 1 ‘'I* when I heard around the Memphis 

?oAQ Association on the morning of March |0, 

cop-out was about to take place shortly in 
Judge Battle^ I was so disappointed by this course 

^ "Guilty Plea* hearing 

but I have often wished since that I had attended that "fiasco*. 

*" «y personal 

jud^ont, based on my personal experience and knowledge of the 
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two men# you would have been better off had you ^ne to trial 
on a plea of not guilty with Hugh Stwiton# Sr.# «id Hugh Stanton, 
Jr.# representing you as your sole attorneys. It Is de8plc«^ie 
mw Hanes H^es permitted themselves to teoome involved with 
Wi 1 1 i m Sr^ford Hule thereby# In my personal Jud^wnt# forcing 
you behind the oight-ball". TItere had been discussion between 
Homs ^ Hanes and myself prior to their being "shot out of the 
saddle of associating myself to assist them in the trial of 
your case on a not gui Ity plea before tlw Court and Jury. Of 
course# this all fell through when "The Texas Tiger* appeared on 
t^ s^ne as I had no contact with him whatever. I do believe 
that H«ies and Hanes would have given the State of Tennessee a 
good run for their money even though they had gotten you Into 
an almost untenable position before the whole world. 

L. t^t I have said and done in the past has 

been with idea in mind of the truth# the whole truth end 
I truth# so help me Sod# coming out before the 

whole world «id in hopes of getting you Executive Clemency from 
the Sovernops of Tennessee and Missouri# which I definitely# 
personally# feel that the possibility is certainly there. 

I j Si* h^ disagreed with Bernard Fansterwald, Jp.# Jim 

tesar and Harold Wei ^erg on many matters since becoming involved 
and had I been Chief Counsel# I would have defi- 
nitely advised you otterw Is© in many instances than they did, 

that IS ail water under the bridge" now and the Court 
tltig^lon IS ended and# in my personal judgment, for alt tii 
should be. 



i fY?''® your friend whetlier you realize it or 

not, I m still your friend and I would tike to Iforever be 
your friend if you would only accept me as a friend trying to 
help you out of a awst difficult situation, 

^ ‘ you in our last telephone 

conversation# that if ever in the future you need me or you want 
^ to come to see you in person, all you have to do is write 
Bob# Gome to see me*# stated# Jimmy. 

dith kindest personal regards to you# I am 



Yours very truly# 




RlLibpI 

cc! Mr, Bernard Fensterwald# Jr, 
Mr. James H, Lesar 
Mr. Harold Weisberg]-^'^ 



I. LIViHC 
Attorney at Law 




